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HON KIM CHANCE, MLC 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the life and public service of 
former Western Australian minister Hon Kim Chance, MLC. Although the other place will move a condolence 
motion for its former member, it is fitting that I acknowledge his significant contribution to this state. 

Kim Chance was born in 1946 to Geoffrey and Hazel, and was raised on the family farm near Doodlakine. Kim 
worked for most of his adult life as a farmer in the wheatbelt, with short stints truck driving in Kellerberrin and 
working in construction in the Pilbara. Kim was devoted to his community and very active in rural politics. He 
was a member of the Western Australian Farmers Federation and a delegate to the National Farmers’ Federation. 
In 1992, he filled the casual vacancy to become a member of the Legislative Council for the Agricultural Region. 
In 1994, he joined the frontbench of the then Labor opposition, which he did not leave until 2008. In 1996, he 
became Leader of the Opposition in the other place, and then, following the 2001 election, Leader of the 
Government in the Legislative Council. 

Kim played a big role in the political history of this state. He was a fierce advocate for primary producers across 
regional Western Australia, whether in agriculture or in fisheries. He was sceptical of the benefits of national 
deregulation. He was determined to ensure WA farmers had an even playing field to supply WA and make a living. 
He helped oversee one of the most highly contentious issues in WA history; namely, the restructuring of the timber 
industry and the end of old-growth logging in the state’s south west. 

After his time in Parliament, he remained active in primary industries as chair of the Western Australian Fishing 
Council and chair of the Australian Landcare Council, and he established Australia’s largest camel dairy farm on 
his property in Dandaragan. All these roles benefited from his wealth of knowledge from his years on the land and 
in government. 

Kim had a strong intellect and great attention to detail, combined with an excellent sense of humour. Kim loved 
this place and what government and politics can do for everyday people. In his valedictory address, he shared this 
advice, which means as much for the new members in this chamber today as it does for this new government — 

I go back to the beginning of my reflections; that is, why I came here in the first place. I wanted people 
to feel that their government cared about them—whoever they are, wherever they are and whomever they 
voted for. In the end, it is that trust and confidence that forms the very basis of our principles of 
democracy. When people feel that their government is dishonest, that is bad; but it is even worse when 
people feel that their government is disinterested in them, because if we get to that point then our whole 
system is challenged. 

The government extends its sympathies to Sue, Ceridwen and Tom, and the rest of his family and friends, who 
I know miss him every day. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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